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12 March 1971

a call to resist
illegitimate authority

763 Massachusetts Avenue, 14, Cambridge, Mass. 02139

- Newsletter 151

WINTER SOLDIER SPELLS GENOCIDE

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE PEACE TREATY

"I was filled with guilt. I wanted to cry.. I
wanted to go insane. Hundreds of guys said what
they'd done. And I cried. I had done the same
thing. It wasn't me alone who had gone insane
in Vietnam." Thus spoke a GI after the recent
Winter Soldier investigation of U.S. war crimes
in Southeast Asia. Over one hundred and fifty
Vietnam veterans testified about atrocities that
U.S. troops have co1111titted against the people of
Southeast Asia.

The People's Peace Treaty provides a focal
point for spring and suniner orga~izing". Bec.,use
the Treaty has been printed in so many places we
are not reprinting it in the RESIST Newslette-r·.
Copies are available in most large cities, Qr
from the National Office (People's Peace Jreaty,
156 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 10011) .,
Signing the Treiaty is not .the main point o·f
the campaign: central to all organizing is a
complete understanding of the points of the
Treaty, for it is from this understanding tha~
we can begin to "take· actions .... app.r.op-riate to
implement the terms of this jo~nt Treaty" (from
the final paragraP,h ·o,f die Peace Treaty). The
Detroit Peace Treaty office has prepared a list
of the 16 Most Asked Questions About the Treaty;
we are reprinting below several of their questions and answers:

In the opening statement• Jan Crumb, president
of Vietnam Veterans ~gainst the War said, ''We
intend to te 11 Amer:f.< 1 that, yes, we killed and
often tortured pri.oners; yes, we killed and
often tortured women ind children; yes, we destroyed villages and even parts of cities and
entire towns for no discernible purposes; yes,
we used weapons and munitions and even gas,
banned by international law; yes, we forceably
Q. ·How will the treaty end the war? What if
removed entire populations •••• We intend to show
millions of people and
that the war crimes in Vietnam
thousands of organizations
did not start in March, 1968,
sign it and Richard Nixon
or in the village of Song My,
Dear RESIST Subscriber:
or with one Lieutenant William
watches foo~ball?
Calley •••• We intend to indict,
Please pass on to a friend the extra copy
A.• . Wars do end. The
to accuse, to hold responsible
of the Newsletter included in this mailing. We
war
our nation's military and miliin Indo-China can end.
would like to increase the size of our mailing
What is required is
tary policy leaders."
11st, and we suspect that you all have friends
a combination of factors
who would like to receive the Newsletter
relating to the military
Scott Camil, winner of two
regularly.
Purple Hearts, the Vietnamese
and political situation in
Southeast Asia and most
Cross of Gallantry, the Silver
We were glad that you resubscribed, and
importantly for us, the
Star, and the Good Conduct
the subscription blank on page 3 is .cw. inbuilding of sustained
Medal, testified: "On Operatended for you, but only for those who are
pressure against the war
tion Stone, I saw two people
not now on our n:iailing list.
and its continuation by
get their heads cut off and the
the Nixon administration.
heads placed on sticks and
Thanks!
Whether the treaty
planted in the middle of the
succeed~ in actually helpfield. Then we were told that
Love in the struggle,
ing the end th, war dethe press was in the area and
penda on those who sign and
to get rid of them. I saw a
The RESIST Staff
ratify it. If it is merely
Marine shoot a Vietnamese
an expression of opinion,
while he was defecating .•• He
if it is just a petition, then it will fail.
cut off his head and genitais. I saw one VietClearly, opinion is not enough to stop Richard
namese staked into the ground and cut open while
Nixon.
he was alive with another Vietnamese being forBut if each signer and each member of an
ced to watch. The first one's intestines were
organization ratifying the treaty takes it as a
pulled out until he died. 'lhey told the other
commitment to continuing action - if each of us
one if he didn't talk the same thing would hapfigures out how. to make the People's Peace, as
pen to him. After he did talk, they put a .45
even GI's in Vietnam are doing - then it can
to his head and shot him •••• We called in heavy
succeed.
artillery on villages for the fun of it. We'd
take turns seeing who could hit certain houses
Q. How can the treaty be implemented?
with the least amount of shots and the losers
would buy winners beers when we got back to the
Cont'd on p. 2 ••
Cont'd on p. 4 • • • • •

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ..... .
A. The treaty allows the broadest possible
range of actions and encourages us all to think
about ways that we and our institutions can
withdraw from the war and pressure the government to make peace. The spring of 1971 will see
the greatest number of actions of all kinds,
both local and national, there have ever been.
Some of the forms of implementation which have
already been thought of and which are being used
are as follows:

-advise your elected representatives that
you or your organization have ratified the
treaty - ask them whether they have.
-send the treaty to your Christmas card or
Chanukah list asking your friends and acquaintances to sign it and introduce it in organizations to which they belong.
-participate in anti-war demonstrations.
'nlere will be a massive-non-violent legal demonstration in Washington on April 24. Following April 24, there will be a series of actions
in Washington, some include non-violent disobediance.
-support boycotts against war profiteers.
One national boycott is against Standard Oil of
New Jereey. The Department of Defense has recently begun to buy huge quantities of lettuce
from the companies being boycotted by the United
Farm Workers.
-extric•te your institution from the war;
use its resources to oppose the war. For example, force your college to include the treaty
in its catalogues and other printed material;
ask your local newspaper to print the treaty,
not as a news story, but as a public· service for
discussion throughout the co111DUnity.
-refuse induction, refuse to go to Vietnam
if in the military, refuse to fight if in Vietnam.
-refuse to pay your telephone and other
taxes as long as the war continues. The 10%
federal excise tax on telephone bills is explicitly a war support tax.
-participate in anti-war work stoppages
and strikes.
-support the efforts of anti-war Vietnam
Veterans such as members of the Vietnam Veterans Against the War (WAW - sponsors of the
Winter Soldier Investigation) to end the war.
-distribute information which calls attention to the war and its effects at home wherever

possible.

Q. What does the treaty do which is not accomplished by marches?
A. The treaty involves a discussion of the
~ubstantive conditions for immediate peace instead of simple slogans. It discusses the
realities of today and the issues which conc~rn
people about prisoners of war, safety of troop
withdrawal, U.S. support for the Theiu-Ky-Kheim
government and so on.
It allows and encourages people to work
against the war on a continuous, daily basis, not simply
through a one-day event.
'nlrough its approach to organizations as well as individuals, the People's Peace
Treaty can build a base for a
vastly expanded united front
of steady opposition to the
war. It stimulates opposition the war to take many diverse fo'('ma while still providing unity and coherence.
Perhaps most important,
the treaty can help to overcome the politics of aliena-

tion, apathy, futility and despa~r on which the
Nixon administration is relying so heavily for
its plan. It forces people to think about how
the war could actually-end if we act together.

Q. What is the purpose of having different
groups write their own preamble to the treaty?
A. Some groups are more concerned about the
ecological .effects of the war, some about its
economic consequences, some are motivated by
religious concern, others by practical as well
as moral interest. Each organization should
give serious thought to their reasons for accepting the treaty and their m~thods of inTtJlementation. The treaty is intended to allow diverse groups to define th~ir own relationship to
the end of the war and not be limited or defined
by what others have done.
Other questions covered in the organizing
guide are: What are the economic effects of
ending the war? Won't total U.S. withdraw
bring ~loodshed to Vietnam? How are Blacks,
Chicanos, Puerto Ricans and Asians relating to
the People's Peace Treaty? What kinds of groups
can ratify the Treaty? Is the Peace Treaty legal? Why don't the Vietnamese set a date for
the return of prisoners? Do the Vietnamese know
about the Treaty? How can individuals implement
the Treaty? and What will happen to signed and
ratified Treaties?
For the complete list of questions and answers
write the Detroit Peace Treaty Office, 13100
Woodward, Highland Park, Mich. 48203.

CITIZENS' COMMISSION INVESTIGATES FBI
The New York Time.a. on March 10 report.ad .that
unkrwwn pe~s ~removed FBI files .from t _h e
bureau's Media, Pennsylvania office. _Below is
a statement, signed by the "Citizens' Commission to Investigate the FBI" which RESIST received just as the Newsletter went to press:
"On the night of March 8, 1971, the Citizens'
Commission to Investigate the FBI removed files
from an east coast office of the FBI. These
files will now be studied to determine:
--tQe nature and extent of surveillance and
intimidation carried on by this office of
the FBI •..
--how DnJch of the FBI's efforts are spent on
relatively minor crimes by the poor and
powerless ••.
--the extent of illegal practices by the FBI,
sucb as e~esd_roppi~g, entrapment, and the
use of provocateurs and informers.
"As long as the United States government
wages war against Indochina in defiance of the
vast majority who want all troops and weapons
withdrawn this year, and extends that war and
suffering under the guise of reducing it, as
long as great economic and political power remains concentrated in the hands of small
cliques not subject to democratic scrutiny and
control, then repression, intimidation, and
entrapment are to be expected ••.•
1
'We have carried out this action in a way
which does not physically threaten anyone. We
intend no personal harassment of the people
who work in the office from-which the files
were taken .•••

''We have taken this action because:
--we believe that a law and order which depends on intimidation and repression to
secure obedience can have but one name,
and that name is tyranny;
--we be1.ieve that democracy can surviv.e only
in an order of justice, of an open society
- and- -public trust;
--we believe that citizens have the right to
scrutinize and control their own government
and its agencies;
--and because we believe that the FBI has
betrayed its democratic trust and we wish
to present evidence for this claim to the
open and public judgment of our feliow
citizens.
11

• • • (T)his .seems to us our best way of loving
and serving [i:hose whom we put in jeopardy by
our own jeopardi7, and in fact, all the people
of this land. 11

According to the statement received by RESIST, the results of the study, along with the
FBI documents pertaining to them, will be sent
to people in public life who can challenge the
repressive policies of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

CANCELLED STAMPS COUNT
To raise money, RESIST is saving stamps. You
can help by sending us stamps of all kinds; especially valuable are foreign and all commerative stamps, but even the American Flag is worth
something. Cut the cancelled stamp off the envelope, but be careful not to cut the stamp itself, and do not attempt to . remove the stamp
from the envelope. If the postmark is unusual
or very clear, send that along. This project
isn't going to ~ke us rich, but in local organizing, every dollar counts.

TIMES CHANGE PRESS
Times Change Press, a new radical pamphlet and
poster press, produces material on women's liberation, Marxism, hip culture, anarchism, revo- •
lutionary poetry, 3rd World liberation, etc.
Their aim, they ira-,, -is to co'ldbffll the v i ~
of the famphlet - permanent editions of brief,
relevant works at low cost - with the quality
and durability of the paperback book. Pamphlets
are priced from 50¢ to $1.25. Posters are $1
each. For an illustrated catalog, write Times
Change Press, 1023 6th Ave.,. N.Y., N.Y. 10018.

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE
"Military Intelligence", a combination monthly
press service and newspaper, is published by the
Military Research Group in Los Angeles. It provides articles of interest to both GI's just
coming into the GI movement and to organizers
who have been around for a while. Topics such
as the problems of GI organizing, the chain of
command, racism and the military, and the GI
presQ will be covered in depth. To subscribe,
write to Military Intelligence, c/o Military Research Group, 1711 Pacific Ave., Venice Calif.

90291.

'

~~--~~-~-~~--~-~-~
"We cannot oppose the war without opposing the institutions

that support and maintain it.
lmperalism, militarism,
economic exploitation, undemocratic power, racism : though
the words may seem stale, they describe the exercise of
illegitimate authority in the United States today .... Now is the
time to resist." -A New Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority
NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE TO RESIST

$3 enclosed for a subscription to the RESIST Newsletter
$_enclosed as a contribution for the work of RESIST
Name _____________________
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

_ _ _ _ _- _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ___Zip _ _ _ __
RESIST NEWSLETTER
Rm. 4, 763 Mass. Ave.
Cambridg~, Mass. 02139

--

\\'l~TER ~01,DIER ..•...

rear. There were people in the villages that got
killed from the hits. I also saw a GI killing
wounded prisoners by injecting things into their
veins. I saw napalm dropped on villages of civilians. When women were searched they were
usually raped."
Another vet testified: "In six months, we
never took a prisoner. We never got an order to
do so. We just opened fire." Testifying about
the defoliant spray "agent orange" which contains foetus deforming thalidomide, one veteran
said that he had observed twenty deformed babies
who had •flippers" for limbs in one province
alone.

over Southeast Asia, an entire agrarian society,
a 2,000-year-old culture, must be totally destroyed.
That genocide is a U.S. policy in Southeast
Asia is documented in the Winter Soldier Testimony. Complete transcripts will be available
from Vietnam Veterans Against the War, 156 5th
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10011. Tapes are available from Radio Free People, 133 Merce St.,
New York, N.Y. 10012. A 25-minute black-andwhite film of the three-day hearing, "Winter
Soldier '71" can be rented or bought from KLH
Productions, 1713 Waverly, Detroit, Mich. 48238.

RECENT FUNDING GRANTS

Rusty Sachs, a forme~ captain, testified:
"The orders were through the chain of command
from the C.O. of the aquadron who was a lieutenant colonel o~ higher up. The orders were
that we Qever co~nt the prisoners as we were
loading them onto the aircraft. We were only
to count them as we unloaded them. This was
because the prisoners were gagged and bound,
both hand and foot, and some of them were
thrown off the aircraft after we were airborne.
When we unloaded the prisoners on the ground,
the crew would take their hands and feet and
throw them as far as they could and they would
land on a rock or the ground. If they broke
their necks, that was just part of the game."

The Ally, Berkeley, Calif.: toward printing and
mailing expenses for one issue of this G.I.
paper

One veteran said that fi~ty per cent of all
villages his company passed through were burned. "In my outfit, everything was a free fire
zone."

~ ~ ' K i l l e e n , Texas: support for a G.I.
counseling center and coffeehouse

Testimony at the Winter Soldier Investigation
has demonstrated that the My Lai massacre was
no aberration. Dozens of veterans from different units said that they had participated in
similar massacres many times, both before and
after March, 1968, in many unnamed villages of
South Vietnam. Over and over again, these men
said that they were under orders from lieutenants and eaptaina, who received them from colonels who, in turn, received them from generals
in direct contact with the Pentagon and the
White House. The orders "to take no prisoners,"
to burn every village entered," to use weapons
barred by international agreement were instruments, as were the GI' s, to "urbanize• South
Vietnam and to attempt to force the National
Liberation Front to fight a conventional war.
''Distinguished" scholars of war, men such as
Henry Kissenger and Samuel P. Huntington, developed the "urbanization," "strategic hamlet,"
and "pacification" programs after reflective
reading of works by Mao and Giap. The success
of the U.S. "pacification" plan requires that
the Vietnamese guerrillas be isolated from their
base of support, that the people be forcibly
evacuated from their villages into concentration
camps, that crops and animals be destroyed, that
wells be poisoned, that entire provinces be defoliated. For the U.S. to achieve domination

People's Coalition ,12!: ~!£.!t and Justice, Washington, D.C.: as a token of our solidarity
with their spring program

People for Adequate Welfare, Patchogue, N.Y.:
for the binding of their welfare rights manual
Gay Liberation~' Los Angeles, Calif: for
printing expenses for a military counseling
pamphlet

Revolutionary~ Movement Collective, Racine,
Wisc.: toward repairs on staff car and a new
mimeograph machine
American~ Counseling Center, M:>ntreal:
support for building connnunity among American
exiles and Quebecois.

.'.!h!!:!!. Unitarian Church, Chicago, Ill.: one
month's salary for C.O. investigating racist
realty codes in Austin section of Chicago
National Lawyers Guild, New York City: for a
used car for military law project at Ft. Dix
Coffeehouse, Washington, D.C.: money to
cover operating expenses and publishing costs
of their newspaper

~

Milwaukee County Welfare Rights Organization,
Milwaukee, Wisc.: initial payment on llxl7
offset press
Appalachian Mountain!.!:!!!., Huntington, W.Va.:
emergency funding to rent office space after
~viction and other political harassment

Q!.fil. Mountain ~l.!:!!.!. Association, Fayetteville, Ark.: emergency funding to print issue
o~ newspaper currently banned of U. of Ark.
campus

